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Jetta M. (Mayle) Scott
January 31, 1919 July 29, 2008

Jetta M. (Mayle) Scott was born on January 31,
1919, at Long Run, West Virginia to Alphas S. and Maggie
C. (Cummings) Mayle. On July 9, 1938, she was united in
marriage to Boyd Wesley Scott, Sr. at Salem West Virginia.
Their love sustained them for over 55 years and they were
blessed with four children: Mrs. Jay (Marie) Wingard of
Salix, Mrs. Eugene (Helen) Peters of Spring Hill, FL, an two
sons who preceded her in death, Boyd W. Scott, Jr., and
Lawrence A. Scott. They were also blessed with 13
grandchildren; 22 great-grandchildren; a step-great-
granddaughter; and two step great-great-grandchildren.

For 42 active years of ministry, she was a faithful

companion to her husband as he served as a minister in
United Methodist Churches in West Virginia from 1937 to 1959 and in Pennsylvania
from 1959 on. They served the Sidman-St. Michael Charge and the Indian Creek charge.
Jetta supported Boyd’s ministry and took an active part wherever she was called:
teaching Sunday School classes, Vacation Bible School, WSCS, and helping in the
church camps.

In 1980, Boyd retired and they moved to Salix, PA. They became active in Salix
UMC serving the Lord wherever they were needed. They always had a garden and
flowers. She enjoyed canning, baking, and having her family in for meals. Also she
enjoyed sewing, embroidery, and quilting.

Jetta remained in Salix after Boyd died. She passed away after a short illness at
the Golden Living Center of Richland near Johnstown. Services were held in Salix with
the Rev. John Gulnac officiating. Burial was at the Forest Lawn Cemetery, Johnstown,
Pa.

She was a special wife, mother, grandmother, and friend to everyone who knew
her.

Submitted by the family

Donald P Sease
May 3, 1927 January 18, 2009

The Rev. Donald P. Sease passed unexpectedly and peacefully to his eternal
home to join his beloved wife, Shirley, on Jan. 18, 2009. Born in Portage, the son of the
late Grover and Clara Sease. Preceded in death by wife, Shirley, on Dec. 8, 2008;
brothers, Ray and Glenn Sease; and sister, Elvira Stiffler. Survived by beloved children,
Tim, married to the former Becky Burns, and Bonnie, married to David Camblin;
grandchildren, Tara and Connie Sease; Amber (Camblin) Hale, married to Adam; and
Dustin, and friend, Candy; and great-grandchild, Glaiden Don Hale. Also survived by
brother, the Rev. Dr. Gene Sease, and wife, Joanne, Indianapolis, Ind.

Don along with his wife, Shirley, served in ministry for over 63 years at
Bellwood and Philipsburg and at Johnstown Trinity United Methodist Church. He was
instrumental in the founding of and was the first administrator of Arbutus Park Manor,
where his ministry centered on the care of God’s older children. He retired from Arbutus
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Park Manor in 1996. He and his wife’s greatest joy was their grandchildren, and they
actively followed their school sporting events and activities and the annual vacation to
Ocean City, N.J. “Pa-Pa” could always be found at athletic events at the Richland School
District. He was a devoted husband, loving father and adoring grandfather. The birth of
his great-grandson in January 2008 was an added joy to the love he continually
exemplified to his family. He ministered to many and was an avid flag waver, having
served under Eisenhower in the Army during World War II.

A celebration of Don’s life was held with the Rev. Art Moffat and the Rev.
Roger Rulong officiating. Interment followed at Forest Lawn.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:21.

Shirley Verdell Sease
September 7, 1927 December 8, 2008

Shirley Verdell Sease went to Heaven on December 8, 2008. At the time Shirley
was survived by loving husband of 57 years, Rev. Don Sease. The couple was blessed
with two wonderful children, Tim Sease and Bonnie Camblin. She was the daughter of
the late Rev. Budd R. and Martha Smith, born in Albion, PA, on September 7, 1927.

A graduate of Juniata College, she taught school in Tyrone and Johnstown. In
1951, Shirley married her childhood sweetheart and was a partner in ministry with her
husband, serving Bellwood, Philipsburg, Johnstown Trinity and Arbutus Park Retirement
Community.

Shirley organized the Arbutus Park Manor auxiliary and served as its first
president. She planned the popular annual New Year’s Eve party, which was enjoyed by
the residents. As a loving wife, devoted mother and grandmother, she enjoyed her family.
Her devotion and love will be forever cherished by her family.

Shirley was preceded in death by a sister, Marjorie. She is survived by a son,
Tim, married to Becky; a daughter, Bonnie, married to Dave Camblin; grandchildren,
Dustin Camblin, and friend, Candice; Amber, married to Adam Hale; Tara and Connor
Sease; and great-grandchild, Glaiden Don Hale. Also survived by a sister, Janet Tonkay,
Tyrone, and brother-in-law, Rev. Dr. Gene E. Sease, and wife, Joanne, Indianapolis, IN.
She was a member of Scalp Level Trinity United Methodist Church. The family wishes
to thank the Windber Hospice staff for their love and care to Shirley during recent
months. A service of faith, hope and love celebrating Shirley’s life was held at Arbutus
Park Manor Chapel, with the Rev. Art Moffat, the Rev. Roger Rulong and the Rev.
Ernest Perry officiating. Interment, was at Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Shirley’s favorite Bible verse was Romans 8:28: “All things work together for
good to those who Love the Lord.” The song that brought her hope and help was “Till the
Storm Passes By.”

Leona Lucille Sheppard
February 19, 1923 November 17, 2008
Leona Lucille Sheppard was born in Portage, PA on February 19, 1923,
daughter of John and Mary Jane (Lloyd) Bunn. She worked in a sewing factory until she
started working with her husband, the Rev. Calvin Leroy Sheppard, Sr. They were
married on December 9, 1945. They are the parents of two children: Lucy Lee Bloom and
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Calvin Leroy Sheppard, Jr. There are now five grandchildren and five great grandchildren
in the family.
Leona loved to bowl and work with the church. She spent the last 14 years in a
nursing home with Alzheimer’s. She went to be with the Lord on November 17, 2008.
She was buried at the Prospect Cemetery beside her husband. She will be missed by her
family and friends.
Submitted by Lucy Lee Bloom

Bernard L. Shuey
June 25, 1938 December 24, 2008
I The Rev. Bernard L. Shuey went home to be with
the Lord on December 24, 2008, in Punxsutawney Area
Hospital. He was born June 25, 1938, in Greensburg, a son
of Kenneth Shuey and Pearl Sterner Shuey.

He graduated from Greensburg Salem High
School, Otterbein College and ETS Seminary in Naperville,
IL. He served as a student pastor in Oak Park, IL, and then
became an associate pastor at First United Methodist
Church in Youngwood. He became pastor in Carmichaels

d . First United Methodist Church and Brookville First United

’ A & " | Methodist Church and then served First United Methodist
Church of Punxsutawney until his retirement in 2003.

Bernie’s whole goal in life was to reach people for Christ. He loved teaching
Bible studies, preaching, Sunday school, singing, fishing and mowing grass. He was very
active with Habitat for Humanity in Punsutawney. He was a great home chef.

He was married to Carol S. Hoffman Shuey of Punxsutawney, who survives. In
addition to his wife, surviving are two sons, Dwayne K. Shuey and wife Shelby of North
Lewisburg, Ohio, and Eric R. Shuey and wife Christine of DuBois; granddaughters,
Autumn, Abby Shuey, and a third grandchild, Briahna, who was born weeks after
Bernie’s death and given the name so she would have the same initials as he had.

A funeral service was held on December 27, in First United Methodist Church,
Punxsutawney, with the Rev. Paul Thompson and the Rev. James Pond co-officiating.
Interment followed in Circle Hill Cemetery.

Submitted by the family

Ronald William Smith

April 21, 1928 October 4, 2008

The Rev. Dr. Ronald William Smith died on October 4, 2008 in Peoria AZ. He
was born to Clarence and Matilda (Hughan) Smith in Natrona Heights, PA. He grew up
in Freeport, PA attending the former Har-Breck High School then Adrian College in MI
and on to Drew University in NJ for Seminary. He finally completed his doctorate at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, IL. During his 50 years of serving the
Lord, he touched thousands of people, pastoring 3 churches in PA, 1 in Toledo, OH and 3
in MI. He retired at age 75 from a blessed 13 year service at First Congregational Church
in Pt. Huron, MI then moved with Marcia Bollard Smith, his wife of 38 years to
Glendale, AZ to be closer to family.
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He is survived by his wife Marcia Smith; sons Charles Moore of Riverside, CA,
David Moore of San Francisco, CA and Daniel Moore of Tampa, FL; daughters Marcia
(Sue) Browning of Glendale, AZ and Molly Mae Moore of Huntington Beach, CA;
brother Larry (Sarge) Smith (Betty); 6 grandchildren and 4 great grand-children. He will
be remembered most of all as one of God's most precious children because his life
emulated Jesus, and also a loving generous committed husband, best friend, prayer
warrior, brother, caring father, grandfather "The Captain", great-grandfather. His loves
were music, reading, sports (dedicated Steelers fan), ice cream, family time, reminiscing,
making new friends and praying.
A celebration of his life was held on October 10, 2008 at the Community
Church of Joy, in Arizona.
Submitted by the family

Ruth Virginia Hoffer Spahn

May 21, 1916 April 9, 2009

Ruth Virginia Hoffer Spahn died on April 9, 2009, at The Patriot. She was born
May 21, 1916, in Huntingdon County, daughter of Asberry and Alice (McCrum) Hoffer.
Preceded in death by parents; dearly loved husband, the Rev. J. Wesley Spahn, who died
Aug. 17, 2007. Survived by son, Todd E. Spahn, who is married to the former Donna
Clewell, Somerset; grandsons, Trevor Spahn, who is married to the former Kristen
Bigley, Clarksville; Jonathan Spahn, who is married to the former Zoey Ogden, Cranston,
R.L; great-grandchildren, Samantha, Ethan, Emily and Hazel.

A 1936 graduate of Petersburg Vocational High School and Somerset Nursing
School in 1977, Ruth worked as an insurance clerk for many years and later as an LPN
for Somerset Hospital where she retired in 1985. She was also a member of Beulah
United Methodist Church. A funeral service was conducted in Somerset with the Rev.
Brenda Shaffer and the Rev. Arthur Gotjen officiating. Interment was at Pleasant Hill
Cemetery.

Thomas Edwin Spofford
March 13, 1919 March 30, 2009

I The Rev. Thomas E. Spofford passed away

peacefully on March 30, 2009, in Arlington, Virginia. He
had recently celebrated his 90™ birthday with family and
friends at Calvary United Methodist Church.

Tom was first licensed as a Methodist minister in
1937 at the age of 18. He received his A.B. from Allegheny
College in 1940 and a Master of Divinity from Drew
University in 1943. He was ordained as an elder in 1944
and served the Lord in the Western Pennsylvania
Conference for many years. Some of the churches where he
served included those in Brooklyn Heights, Linesville, New Castle, and Sugar Grove,
Pennsylvania. He also taught religion courses at Allegheny College early in his career. At
one time, he also served as the chaplain of a cruise ship to South America.

After his retirement from service in Pennsylvania in 1970, he and his wife,
Marie Spofford, moved to Lake Como, Florida. Tom continued to serve as a part time
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minister in Florida until he and his wife moved to Arlington, Virginia, to live with their
daughter, Nancy Spofford Roddy, and her family in 2003.

Tom was a 32° Mason and 60 year member of #408, F.@A.M. of Meadville
Lodge in Meadville, Pennsylvania. He was also a 60 year member of the Scottish Rite
Bodies, Valley of Erie, Pennsylvania.

He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 64 years, Marie, his daughter
and son-in-law, Nancy and Frank Roddy, and three grandchildren, Christine Marie
Roddy, Adam Thomas Roddy, and David Francis Roddy.

A memorial service was held at Calvary United Methodist Church.

Lloyd S. Sturtz
October 23, 1930 September 29, 2008
I w The Rev. Lloyd S. Sturtz peacefully met his Lord
on September 29, 2008 at his home in Beaver Falls, PA. He
was born October 23, 1930 in Wellersburg, PA in Somerset
County to the late Lloyd S. Sturtz, Sr. and Mayme Gaumer
Sturtz.

He graduated from Meyersdale High School in
1949, Albright College in Reading, PA with BA degree in
1953 and United Theological Seminary, Dayton, OH with a
Master of Divinity degree in Theology in 1956. He was
licensed to preach in 1951 and ordained an Elder by Bishop
David T. Gregory in 1956. He had extensive training in
church growth from Fuller Theological Seminary and
became a field associate in church growth for Western Pennsylvania. He studied
counseling at Emerge Counseling Clinic in Akron, OH. He was trained in Listening
Skills through L.E.A.D. In 2007 he completed three courses in Biblical Counseling online
with Universal Class, Inc.

His accomplishments were all to the Glory of God. In Franklin, PA he produced
a daily radio program called Faith for Today which ran from 1974 to 1987. He
established the Youth Club Program now known as Logos at Franklin Grace Church
which ran for 24 years. He instituted and taught the Bethel Bible Series in Franklin as
well as the Disciple Bible Study in Franklin and Chippewa. He served in the Western
Pennsylvania Conference on the Conference Camping Program, the Commision on
Archives and History, the Board of Evangelism, the Board of Stewardship, the Because
We Care Program, the Finance Committee, the Building Committee of the Conference
Center, the Board of Ordained Ministry, the District Committee on Ministry, and
Directed the Board of Ordained Ministries Probationary Program. Most recently he
conducted a Biblical Counseling Ministry in connection with the Chippewa United
Methodist Church in Beaver Falls, PA where in only one year he ministered to more than
60 people.

His pastorates were Johnstown, Belmont for three years, McKeesport,
Shoemaker for five years, Franklin, Grace for 23 years, (ten of those years he also served
Franklin, Oak Hill) and Beaver Falls, Chippewa for eight years. Upon retirement in 1995
he served half time Albion, Calvary for six years and Wampum for four years.
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Eighteen people were called into ministry as a result of his untiring love of
people and his Lord.

Lloyd had a special love of the earth through his gardening. Country music was
also close to his heart, but the depth of his love for his family will never be forgotten.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded by two sisters Thelma Shuck and
Gladys Witt and their husbands Karl Shuck and Joseph Witt and one brother in law John
Kirby.

He is survived by his wife Joan of 55 years, three children and their spouses,
Douglass and Brenda Sturtz of Franklin, PA, Gregory and Michelle Sturtz of Ladd, IL,
and Kerry and Tom Haynes of Goose Creek, SC, eight grandchildren and three spouses,
Benjamin & Alexander Sturtz, Kiesa and Caleb Goodwin, Keaton and Holly Sturtz,
Kyler Sturtz and his fiancé Jordan, Chelsea and Aaron Johnson, Nicholas Flinspach and
Emma Hricsina. Also, he was blessed with three great grandchildren, Christian, Brendan
and Meadow.

Memorial services were held at the Chippewa United Methodist Church in
Beaver Falls, with the Rev. Rodney Smith officiating and at the Grace United Methodist
Church of Rocky Grove in Franklin, PA with the Rev. Edward Gresick officiating.

Submitted by the family

David Lyman Taylor
July 15, 1915 December 22, 2008

The Rev. David Lyman Taylor died at Wesbury Retirement Community on
December 22, 2008. He was born in Jackson, PA on July 15, 1915. He is survived by his
wife, Arete Layton Taylor; their four children, John Taylor of Bossendean, Western
Australia, Paul Taylor of Elgin, IL, Ann Doyle of Beaverton, OR, and Mary Moodey of
Erie, PA. He is also survived by 11 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

David attended Allegheny College, Drew Theological Seminary, Northern
Illinois University and Seabury Western Theological Seminary. He wrote for the Buffalo
Evening News, the Erie Times and the Christian Advocate. He wrote a family history, “A
Heritage of Leavers.”

His pastoral duties included preaching in a parish in Titusville, PA, as well as
numerous parishes in the Northern Illinois United Methodist Conference. His last
assignment was located at the Elgin, Illinois First United Methodist Church. He also
taught English and Journalism classes at the Mundelien High School in Mundelien, IL.

In retirement, David and Arete L. Taylor moved to Brevard, NC where they
enjoyed hiking, golfing and bridge. They traveled extensively to England, where David
did research on his family history, as well as to New Zealand and Australia, where they
visited their eldest son.

David was an active member of The Order of St. Luke, Kiwanis, Delta Tau
Delta, and the Masonic Lodge. He served a term as President of a Chapter of A.A.R.P.
He was also an Eagle Scout.

Memorial Services for Reverend David L. Taylor were held on February 7th
2009, at McCracken Chapel in Cribbs Hall at the Wesbury United Methodist Community
of Meadville, PA. The service and remarks were made by Rev. Aaron Kerr of the Erie
First United Methodist Church and Rev. Howard Wright.

His ashes were interred in the family plot at the Sheridan New York Cemetery.
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Nancy A. Toothman
February 26, 2009
Nancy A. (Hartle) Toothman died on February 26, 2009. She was the beloved
wife of Rev. Paul E. Toothman. She is survived by daughters Amy S. Toothman, and
Vicki R. Steffan. She was the grandmother of Amanda, Jacob, and Lukas.
A memorial Service was held in Christ Church at Grove Farm, Sewickly, PA.

James Richard Webb
May 14, 1935 December 1, 2008
[ | The Rev. James Richard Webb was born on May
14th, 1935 in West Middlesex, PA, to Harold Kenneth
Webb and Beryl Mitchell Webb. He had 6 brothers and
sisters.

During his teenage years, He worked along with his
uncle on the family farm, then was employed at the tube
mill at Westinghouse in Sharon, PA. Jim graduated from
West Middlesex High School and went on to serve his
- ' country in the United States Army, where he spent two years
overseas in Germany On July 11th, 1958, James married his wife Beverly King Webb
(with whom he just celebrated their 50th anniversary). After the army, Jim and Beverly
bought a house on Lincoln Street in Brookfield, Ohio.

In 1970, James graduated from Malone College in Canton, OH, and continued
his education receiving a Master of Divinity from the Methodist Theological School in
Delaware, OH. He served a number of churches throughout Western Pennsylvania and
Eastern Ohio over the years.

Funeral services were conducted at the First United Methodist Church,
Greenville PA, with the Rev. Vernon Palo, officiating. Burial followed at Shenango
Valley Cemetery, Greenville, PA. He is survived by his wife, Beverly Webb, two sons;
Mark Webb and his wife Teresa; Bristolville, OH; Paul Webb; Greenville, PA; 2
daughters; Karen Palo and her husband Rev. Vernon Palo; Andover, OH; Rebecca
Huston and her husband Larry; Ashtabula, OH; grandchildren Jakob and Katie and son
Paul.

Jim’s hobbies were enjoying time in the garage fixing and repairing sweepers
and other electrical appliances for friends and families. Jim loved attending soccer games,
baseball, and basketball games and fun times at home. He spent many hours visiting with
church members and the many friends he made over the years while in the United
Methodist ministry. He enjoyed many missionaries and the mission trips made especially
to Peru and helped to rebuild a children’s orphanage, traveled twice to the Holy Land and
France in the mission field. Jim loved spending time with people; whether it was in the
sanctuary, in the garage, or with his grandchildren. He found true joy being with people.

Submitted by the family
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Lloyd A. Whitcomb
December 12, 2008

Reverend Lloyd A. Whitcomb died December 12,
2008 in Greenville Memorial Hospital, Greenville, SC. He
was born in Irving, NY to Mr. Elmo and Mrs. Pearl Pfluger
Whitcomb on April 11, 1923.

Lloyd attended school in Chautauqua, NY. He
joined the United States Army Air Corps, 7" Air Force, and
rose to the rank of Corporal. He served in the Philippine
Islands and Hawaii at the end of World War II.

He entered the ministry in 1953 attending
Allegheny College in Meadville, PA. He then transferred to
Houghton College, Houghton, NY. Later he finished the
Conference course at Findley Lake, NY. The Erie
Conference Evangelical United Brethren granted Lloyd a license to preach in 1953 and
ordained him to the ministry in 1961 under the leadership of Bishop Gordon J. Howard.
He retired July 1, 1988 under the leadership of Bishop James Ault.

Lloyd loved the ministry and the people he served. Most of all he loved the
Lord. He served 35 years in full time ministry. After retirement he filled the pulpits for
various churches as the opportunity arose.

His hobbies were many. When the children were at home, he enjoyed family
camping trips. He enjoyed ministering as a ventriloquist with his friend “Joshua.” Often
he was invited to speak with Joshua at various gatherings, Sunday school,
Mother/Daughter banquets, Father/Son banquets and Christmas parties. He enjoyed wood
working and carving, bow hunting, walking in the woods, canoeing on the river, riding
bicycle, and most of all, riding motorcycle. In later years, when the motorcycle was too
dangerous for him, he bought a motor scooter which he rode regularly until just before he
passed away.

Lloyd and his wife Phyllis moved to Taylors, SC in 2000 in order to be near
their son David and his family and their daughter Deborah and her family.

A memorial service was observed at Community Baptist Church where Lloyd’s
son Dr. David J. Whitcomb presided. There was also a funeral for Lloyd in his home
church, the Evangelical Methodist Church, Corry, PA, where friends and family honored
him. He is survived by his wife Phyllis. They would have been married 60 years in
January 2009. He is also survived by two daughters, Terrie Oates of Linesville, PA, and
Deborah Brush of Simpsonville, SC, and one son David Whitcomb of Taylors, SC. Also
surviving are 11 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.

Lloyd always had a hearty laugh for a good joke. He will be greatly missed by
his family.

April 11, 1923
; .‘

-

Submitted by the family
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Charles H. A. (Woody) Woods
May 8, 1931 February 14, 2009

Rev. Charles H. A. Woods (Woody) died on
Saturday, February 14, 2009. He died peacefully at Beaver
Valley Medical Center in Beaver, PA.

Woody was born May 8" 1931 in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. He attended Pittsburgh Public Schools and
graduated in 1949 from Westinghouse High School. He
enlisted in the US Army and in October 1951 he left for
Korea leaving behind his sweetheart, Marie. He returned in
March 1952 from Korea and was honorably discharged in
October 1953.

Woody and the former Marie May Johnston were
married April 5, 1952 in the Albright Evangelical United Brethren Church in Pittsburgh.

In 1956, Woody made his declaration for the ministry and enrolled in Otterbein
College in Westerville, Ohio. He was licensed to preach in 1958. In 1960, upon
graduation from college, he enrolled in United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.
He graduated from seminary in 1964 with a Master of Divinity degree. He was ordained
in June 1964 in Johnstown, Pennsylvania by Bishop J. Gordon Howard. While in college
and seminary, Woody served churches in Centerburg, Ohio and Millville, Ohio.

After ordination, he was assigned to Venus (EUB) Church. This assignment was
expanded to the Allegheny Highlands charge (EUB) in 1968. After leaving, Allegheny
Highlands in 1969, he was assigned to Conway-Economy and served there 5 years. His
next assignment was the New Hope Parish, followed by Meadowlands-Fawcett, and
Trafford. His last assignment prior to his retirement in 1996 was Turtle Creek: Electric
Heights.

Woody was very interested in family history and genealogy. After his
retirement, he became more interested in military history especially the Civil War and
Korean War. He followed the Pirates, Steelers and Penguins in good times and bad.
Woody was an avid reader and also enjoyed writing short stories and articles. He also
enjoyed puttering in the backyard with plants and flowers and he always found time to
feed the birds. In addition to enjoying his family, Woody took pleasure in his
grandchildren and in later years, his 3 great granddaughters.

Upon his death, he left behind Marie, his loving wife of 56 years and his
children, Linda (David), Debbie (Larry) and David (Chris). He also left 5
grandchildren—Daniel, Melissa, Amie, Benjamin and Abby and 3 great grandchildren—
Kallie, Kady and Aleana.

A memorial service was officiated by Rev. Keith Dunn. Woody was buried in
the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies in Bridgeville, Pa.

Submitted by the family
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Elizabeth Zbilut
August 7, 1923 February 17, 2009
& The Rev. Elizabeth "Betty" Zbilut, wife of the late
: Anthony W. Zbilut and mother of Nettie Z. Hagmann and
Paul D. (Kim) Zbilut -- died on February 17, 2009 at The
Willows Presbyterian Senior Care in Oakmont, Pa.

Betty was born Aug. 7, 1923 in New Eagle, PA,
daughter of the late Paul and Sara Boyle. She was a 1942
graduate of Etna High School and was employed in the
graphics department of Gulf Research from 1942 to 1950.

After raising her children, Mrs. Zbilut volunteered
at Contact, a 24-hour crisis intervention ministry, where she
spread her wings and became an inspiration to many. When most people her age were
planning for retirement, she graduated from La Roche College in 1981 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree at age 58 and majored in religion and psychology. In her senior year at La
Roche, she was selected to participate in a federally funded program for pastoral care of
the aging through the Pittsburgh Pastoral Institute. She was chosen to fill a vacancy at the
Senior Citizens Center in a Wilkinsburg Church. She was director for five years. It was
there, through the encouragement of those seniors, that she followed her calling and
enrolled in the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, East Liberty. In 1992, she received her
Master of Divinity degree.

At 64, Mrs. Zbilut was among the oldest persons to be ordained as a deacon in
the Western Pennsylvania Conference of The United Methodist Church. Fondly known as
"Rev. Betty," she became the pastor of Walter Chapel, Rural Ridge, Indiana Township
for six years.

She believed that one of the most important journeys in life was to find one's
inner self.

Surviving are four grandchildren -- Jaime, Jeffrey, Jace and Casey Hagmann of

N.J.
Mrs. Zbilut's life was celebrated at a memorial service held at Faith United
Methodist Church, Fox Chapel.
Submitted by the family





