Taking Christ to Prison

At the final Judgment Jesus will ask 4 questions and based on the responses given, separate the Sheep from the Goats.   

1. Did you Feed the Hungry?
2. Did you Cloth the Naked?
3. Did you Visit the Sick? 

4. Did you Visit those in Prison?
As a rule, Methodist churches do a pretty good job responding to the first 3 questions but not so well regarding to the last.  
For 20 years I’ve done Prison Ministry, the last seven being at the Greene CI  Super Max facility at Waynesburg.  Half the inmates there have life sentences.  50 Christian men and women regularly go to into Greene CI to conduct Christian programs.  True to Wesleyan tradition, most volunteers are Methodists.

And so it will likely be as KAIROS Prison Ministry begins its programs at Forest CI 25 minutes north of Clarion PA in Marienville.  As Methodists, we need to lead the way and step up where other Christian denominations not go.

Forest contains 2300 inmates and has the 2nd average youngest age of incarcerated males in the State.  The most fertile ground for the Gospel in America is behind prison walls and these young lost souls need to hear about Jesus.   By assisting KAIROS Ministry to Visit those in Prison, we fulfill the command of Christ and live up to the ideals of John Wesley.

Prison ministry is not for everyone.  Just as you may have been called to be a Minister, I believe Lay members are also called to serve in this task.  

My appeal to you is to allow the Holy Spirit to work through you and your congregation to identify those individuals needed as Laborers for this Harvest.  At a typical Methodist Church that may be just a single person or a few people.
KAIROS, a Lay non-denominational Christian Ministry needs local volunteers.  Our core program is to conduct 3-day retreats on the inside similar to the Walk to Emmaus program in the Methodist Church.
During these events, a group of 15-28 Lay/Clergy members form a team to present a manual based Short Course on Christianity to 24-42 inmates.  The experience includes group dynamics as men sit at tables named after Jesus’ disciples and hear a series of talks including personal testimonials from the volunteers.

From a humble beginning where 12 men presented the first KAIROS at single Florida Prison this ministry has grown to 34,000 volunteers operating programs in 400 prisons in nine countries.   Last year 25,000 inmates attended a KAIROS retreat.  Many men and women have come to Christ on these Weekends.  

Attached is an electronic for your church secretary which includes an insert for your Sunday bulletins inviting interested persons to attend free Informational Dinners at Brookville Methodist on 7-23 and Tabor Lutheran Church on 7-24. 

There will be a delicious Pasta/Salad dinner that includes talks from ex-offenders who came to Christ as a result of KAIROS.  Male and Female Attendees will be asked to sign up to attend an early SEP 2014 1-day instructional retreat at Forest CI as observers with no further commitment required.
You can help in these 4 ways:

1. Add KAIROS to your Prayer List in June and July
2. Please make sure these inserts are included in your bulletins the 3 Sundays prior to these dinners (July 6th, 13th, and 20th)
3. Consider bringing up this FOREST CI ministry to your Church Councils.   Ask one faithful member to attend these Dinners as a representative and report back to council what they learn.  This will greatly help KAIROS to spread the Gospel as Christ commanded.
4. The initial Feb 2015 3-day retreat will likely need at least an 18 lay/5 clergy team, so also consider if Christ is calling you to attend as a Clergy volunteer. 
For more info contact Lou McKibben 412-400-2234 (lmckibben@frankwinne.com)

