August 27, 2009

Media Contact: Stephen Drachler

Executive Director

A United Methodist Witness in Pennsylvania

216 State Street Harrisburg, PA 17101

717.926.7240

email: sedrachler@umwitnesspa.org

PA Interfaith Coalition: ‘No Moral Justification’ for Ongoing PA Budget Crisis;

Group Calls for Immediate, Round-the-Clock Talks for State Budget

HARRISBURG – Declaring there is “no moral justification for this continuing crisis,” a broad coalition of Pennsylvania interfaith leaders today called on Gov. Edward Rendell and legislative leaders to immediately begin round-the-clock negotiations to resolve the Commonwealth’s nine-week budget stalemate. 

“We are alarmed by the Commonwealth’s deepening fiscal crisis, and frustrated by our leaders’ inability to end it,” members of the coalition representing Christian and Jewish traditions said. “Pennsylvania’s elected leaders’ failure to resolve this crisis is hurting millions of individuals and families.

“The political posturing must end – now. We call on leaders of the House, Senate, and Gov. Rendell to set partisanship aside and reach a compromise on a reasoned and morally defensible budget. Negotiations must resume immediately and continue, non-stop, until this crisis is ended

“There is no moral justification for this continuing crisis, which has reduced or eliminated vital services to the poor, to children, and senior citizens in every Pennsylvania county. God has to be displeased to see Pennsylvania’s vulnerable citizens used as pawns in this process.”

Stephen Drachler, executive director of A United Methodist Witness in Pennsylvania, acting as spokesperson for the group, said the declaration is meant to spur legislators and the governor to action, and to inform Pennsylvanians that the crisis affects residents in every part of the state. 

“This crisis touches people in every community, in every county across Pennsylvania,” Drachler said. “Services, and funding to non-profits to serve vulnerable people, are being reduced and eliminated. It is time to end the posturing and end playing the blame game. We are telling them to get to work, and don’t stop until they negotiate a budget that is just and fair for all Pennsylvanians.”

Groups represented in the development of the declaration include: Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, Philadelphia; Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, Harrisburg; Cookman United Methodist Church, Philadelphia; Pennsylvania Interfaith Action Alert, Harrisburg; Black Clergy of Philadelphia; Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ, Philadelphia; Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church, Harrisburg; Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia; Salvation Army, Philadelphia; Beth El Temple, Harrisburg; Quakers (Religious Society of Friends), Lewisburg, Philadelphia; Episcopal Diocese of Philadelphia; Budget Sunday Coalition, Philadelphia; Salem Baptist Church, Philadelphia: Eastern, Central and Western Pennsylvania Conferences of the United Methodist Church; Interdenominational Ministers Conference, Philadelphia; Pennsylvania Council of Churches, Harrisburg; Jewish Friends for Justice, Philadelphia; Bethel Village AME Church, Harrisburg; Kingdom Temple, Harrisburg; A United Methodist Witness in Pennsylvania, Harrisburg; Congregation Mishkan Shalom, Philadelphia.
Here is the full text of the interfaith group’s declaration, which is being sent to Gov. Rendell and every legislator:

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns 

within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted

toward your needy neighbor. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough

to meet the need, whatever it may be. 

· Deuteronomy 15:7-8 

As a coalition of Pennsylvania faith groups, we are alarmed by the Commonwealth’s deepening fiscal crisis, and frustrated by our leaders’ inability to end it. 

Pennsylvania’s elected leaders’ failure to resolve this crisis is hurting millions of individuals and families. 

The political posturing must end – now. We call on leaders of the House, Senate, and Gov. Rendell to set partisanship aside to compromise on a reasoned and morally defensible budget. Negotiations must resume immediately and continue, non-stop, until this crisis is ended.

There is no moral justification for this continuing crisis, which has reduced or eliminated vital services to the poor, to children, and senior citizens in every Pennsylvania county. God has to be displeased to see Pennsylvania’s vulnerable citizens used as pawns in this process. This crisis even jeopardizes public safety services across Pennsylvania.

Surely, our leaders can do the right thing for all Pennsylvanians. To continue this impasse benefits no one. It risks hurting even more people and plunging the Commonwealth into an even deeper crisis that will jeopardize more lives. We believe Pennsylvanians see through the rhetoric both sides are utilizing to promote their agendas. 

We are not naïve. Many difficult choices must be made. With limited financial resources available, it will not be easy to reach an appropriate balance between spending and taxing. We understand the financial strain that is affecting families across Pennsylvania and the nation. We also believe Pennsylvania taxpayers are committed to helping the most vulnerable among us: the needy, the hungry, and the sick. These are basic tenets of the faith traditions we represent. We also believe Pennsylvanians are committed to providing a quality education for our children. How we prepare our children to deal with the competitive rigors of the 21st Century will determine our long-term future. 

The result of this process must be spending and revenue plans that ensure Pennsylvania’s needy continue to receive needed, vital, life-sustaining services. That is a core responsibility of government, and a principle of justice that has been a hallmark in Pennsylvania for more than three centuries.

As God expects much from us, individually and collectively, we are right to expect much from our leaders. We call for all Pennsylvanians of good will to pray for a quick and just resolution to this crisis. We urge Pennsylvanians to contact their legislators and Gov. Rendell to demand they immediately return to work, non-stop, until they resolve this crisis. 

May God bless this Commonwealth and its people. 

