CROSS ¢ FLAME
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You Can Help Change the World!

On May 19-20, United Methodists all over the globe will go info their communities to

serve others. Be a part of Change the World weekend! During the May weekend, United
Methodist churches create and participate in a service or fundraising project that helps bring
about positive change, whether it's cleaning up school grounds, renovating homes or getting
involved in global health efforts like Imagine No Malaria. The idea is to show Christ's love and
give others a chance to be part of something that can change lives.

“There is a clear connection between vital congregations and a willingness to take risks in
mission and service within the community,” says the Rev. Greg Cox, Director of Connectional
Ministries for the Western PA Conference. “With so many congregations taking these steps
on the same weekend, we are showing the world what it means to love one another.”

Since it began in 2010, Change the World has impacted thousands of lives worldwide.
More than 2,000 congregations registered last year, with projects ranging from developing
community gardens to fighting human trafficking. The growing participation shows that people
are hungry to make a difference.

The idea for Change the World weekend grew out of a book by the Rev. Mike Slaughter,
challenging churches of every size “to be a mission outpost, living out Christ's ideals in today's
world.” Slaughter notes that “even our smallest churches can have incredible impact when
they leave their four walls to serve the needs of their neighbors, alongside of their neighbors.”

Think of the ways your congregation currently impacts your community. Build on something
you already do or try something new that meets needs of people in your area or helps others
you don't even know.

You can stock a food pantry, clean local parks, build a ramp, offer free health services, or
raise funds to save lives through Imagine No Malaria.

Once you select a project, be sure you find ways to invite others in the community fo
participate. And be sure someone registers your project at rethinkchurch.org.

National advertising will run for 13 weeks up to May 19-20 and point people to the
rethinkchurch.org, websites where registered churches appear on an interactive map. Closer
to the date, volunteers from the community will be able to sign up.

Visit rethinkchurch.org for examples,

ideas and additional information.

Jackie Campbell,
News & Information Specialist
Western PA Conference

BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER

Join United Methodists throughout Western Pennsylvania in studying these Bible passages from the Revised
Common Lectionary and praying for these congregations and pastors.

MARCH 4 - 10, 2012

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT-PURPLE
READ: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-3; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38
PRAY FOR: # Brookville: Evangelical UMC, Indiana Dist., Timothy C. McConville, pastor
+ Strattanville Charge, Franklin Dist., Julie L. Applegate, pastor
+ Port Vue UMC, Greensburg Dist., Josephine Whitely-Fields, pastor;
Jody Dausey, associate
+ Jennerstown UMC, Connellsville Dist., Charles F. Hildbold, pastor
% Midway UMC, Washington Dist., Robert F. James, pastor

MARCH 11 - 17, 2012

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT-PURPLE
READ: Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22
PRAY FOR: * Pittshurgh: South Hills Partnership of UMCs, Pitisburgh Dist., Susan R. Hutchins, pastor;
Joseph J. Yurko, associate; Erwin K. Kerr, associate
t Blairsville: First UMC, Indiana Dist., Terry G. Shaffer, pastor
+ Somerset: Pleasant Hill UMC, Connellsville Dist., Arthur L. Black, pastor
+ Heckathorn UMG, Franklin Dist., Pat E. Ellis, pastor
+ United for God Charge, Johnstown Dist., Carol H. Hickman, pastor;
Ruth A. Moore, associate; Marjorie Kiefer, associate

MARCH 18 - 24, 2012

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT-PURPLE
READ: Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3; 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21
PRAY FOR: # Braddock: Muhleman Memorial UMC, Pittsburgh Dist., Edwin D. Pope, pastor
+ St. Johns and Forestville UMCs, Butler Dist., Barbara J. Moore, pastor
+ Bradford: Hill Memorial UMC, Kane Dist., David W. Bunnell, pastor
+ Good Shepherd Charge, \Washington Dist., William L. Parker, pastor
+ Brown Hill and Teepleville UMCs, Erie-Meadbville Dist., David L. Acker, pastor
¥ Pleasantview UMG, Franklin Dist., Ronald L. Hankey, pastor

MARCH 25 - MARCH 31, 2012

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT-PURPLE
READ: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33
PRAY FOR: # Clarion River Charge, Indiana Dist., Randall J. Hall, pastor
+ Buffalo Charge, Butler Dist., Sheila R. Auer, pastor
+ Warren: Grace UMC, Kane Dist., Kevin R. Haley, pastor
+ Hastings and Bakerton UMCs, Johnstown Dist., E. Robert Nagy, pastor
¥ Arona and Herminie #2 UMCs, Greensburg Dist., Bruce Anthony, pastor
+ Mt. Tabor and Robinson Evangelical UMCs, Indiana Dist., Alison Fisher, pastor
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